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The American people deserve a trans-
parent and open debate over agri-
culture and nutrition programs, both
of which are in dire need of reform,
which is why the House will be consid-
ering reforms to SNAP in the coming
weeks.

We have an opportunity to achieve a
better and more efficient farm bill
here, Madam Speaker. I look forward
to working with colleagues in the
House and Senate on a final package so
that we can enact those commonsense
reforms into law.

———

THE 21ST CENTURY’S GLOBAL
CLEAN ENERGY RACE

(Mr. VAN HOLLEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker,
in April, the International Energy
Agency concluded that despite some
progress in deploying clean energy,
that the average unit of energy pro-
duced in the world today is essentially
polluting as it was 20 years ago.

As President Obama stated at
Georgetown University last month, we
cannot afford to slow-walk our transi-
tion to a lower carbon future. Climate
change and its consequences are not
waiting and neither can we.

The good news is the transition to a
cleaner global economy presents a
great economic opportunity for the
United States. Bloomberg New Energy
Finance estimates that private clean
energy investment will more than tri-
ple by 2030. We should be fighting to at-
tract that investment here in the
United States, but we are at risk of
missing out on that opportunity.

China and other countries have made
firm national commitments to gen-
erate more electricity from clean en-
ergy sources, and that reality is re-
flected in their current levels of invest-
ment—a $65 Dbillion investment in
China compared to $35 billion in the
United States.

Madam Speaker, we should not lose
this competition, we should not jeop-
ardize our future, and we should not
jeopardize the climate. This is an op-
portunity for a win-win.

——

SUMMER OF SCANDALS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
in this sizzling ‘“‘Summer of Scandals,”’
the evidence of no accountability con-
tinues to mount.

Someone in the Federal Government
commits wrongdoing. The White House
denies involvement or Kknowledge.
Blames low-level operatives or some-
body else. No accountability.

Exhibit 1: Fast and Furious. The gov-
ernment smuggled guns into Mexico.
Two Americans and hundreds of Mexi-
cans were Kkilled by those guns. White
House blamed Bush. An employee re-
signed. No accountability.
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Exhibit 2: Benghazi. Requests for in-
creased security were denied both be-
fore and during the attack. Four Amer-
icans were killed. Investigation bun-
gled. A YouTube video was blamed. An
employee was placed on leave but still
collects a paycheck. No accountability.

Exhibit 3: IRS admitted targeting
conservative organizations. Employees
in Ohio were blamed. White House de-
nied knowledge. No accountability.

Exhibit 4: The DOJ was caught wire-
tapping reporters to silence a leak.
White House denied involvement. No
accountability.

As the ‘“‘Summer of Scandals’ con-
tinues, the most transparent adminis-
tration in history keeps hiding infor-
mation from citizens about the abuse
of its government power.

And that’s just the way it is.

—————

THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF INTER-
NATIONAL INDICTMENTS
AGAINST SUDANESE PRESIDENT
BASHIR FOR GENOCIDE IN
DARFUR

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McGOVERN. Madam Speaker,
last week marked the third anniver-
sary of when the International Crimi-
nal Court issued an arrest warrant for
Omar al-Bashir, the sitting President
of Sudan, on three counts of genocide
related to Darfur. Four years ago,
Bashir was indicted on two counts of
war crimes and five counts of crimes
against humanity.

On Sunday, Bashir traveled to Nige-
ria to a red-carpet welcome and full
guard of honor despite demands from
human rights activists that Nigeria ar-
rest him to face trial on genocide
charges.

This is an outrage, Madam Speaker.

Congressmen WOLF, CAPUANO, and I
have introduced H.R. 6092, the Sudan
Peace, Security and Accountability
Act. This bill strengthens sanctions
against Sudan and requires a com-
prehensive strategy to address the
many conflicts and human rights
crimes occurring in Sudan, including
the international strategy to enforce
the ICC arrest warrants against Bashir
and other Sudanese officials.

I ask my House colleagues to join us
in this effort, to cosponsor H.R. 1692,
and to move it to the House floor for
approval in the 113th Congress.

———

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM FRANCIS
HARTNETT, JR.

(Mr. ROKITA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROKITA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and salute a re-
markable individual, William Francis
Hartnett, Jr., who passed away on July
15. I wish to express my heartfelt grati-
tude and appreciation for his leader-
ship and service to our country.
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Mr. Hartnett had a servant’s heart.
He served our Nation as an officer in
the U.S. Navy and as a special agent
for the FBI. Mr. Hartnett sat on nu-
merous boards, including St. Francis
Hospital, Northwestern Memorial Hos-
pital, the Chicago Public Library, Chi-
cago Catholic Charities, and my alma
mater, La Lumiere School in La Porte,
Indiana.

Mr. Hartnett also developed real es-
tate projects across the country, in-
cluding Lake Point Tower in Chicago,
United Nations Plaza in New York,
Williams Center in Tulsa, Oklahoma,
and the Century City in Los Angeles.

Mr. Hartnett was a family man, who
is survived by his loving wife of 63
years, Lorrayne, in addition to 4 chil-
dren, 17 grandchildren, and 6 great-
grandchildren.

William Francis Hartnett, Jr., was a
man truly committed to his family, his
community, his Catholic faith, and his
country. America is a better Nation be-
cause of Bill Hartnett, and I am lucky
to know his family—his best achieve-
ment. He will be truly missed, Madam
Speaker. Thank you and rest in peace,
Mr. Hartnett.

KIDNAPPING OF FORMER MARINE
ARMANDO TORRES IN MEXICO

(Mr. HINOJOSA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HINOJOSA. Madam Speaker, I
rise to express my deep concern for
former Marine Corporal Armando
Torres, who is in this photograph here.
He was kidnapped by members of the
Mexican cartel during a visit to
Tamaulipas, Mexico, while visiting his
father and uncle.

On May 14, 2013, 2 months ago, Mr.
Torres crossed the Rio Grande River
into Mexico and was to return the next
day. Family members in Mexico report
that Mr. Torres, along with his father
and uncle, were forcibly taken by mem-
bers of the Mexican cartel.

Corporal Torres is a combat veteran
who served his country honorably in
Iraq. I have asked the FBI in McAllen,
Texas, and the U.S. Consulate General
in Matamoros, Mexico, to help bring
this marine and his relatives back safe-
ly to their loved ones.

Each agency has been working on
this case every day for the past 2
months. They report the Mexican Gov-
ernment is cooperating with them on
their efforts to find the victims of this
outrageous crime.

I commend the quick action taken by
both the FBI and the U.S. State De-
partment, and I urge them to continue
to do all they can to find and return
our former marine, Armando Torres,
back safely to the United States and to
bring his relatives back home. The
United States does not, and must not,
give up and leave one of its own behind.
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